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; Washington. fscess detr add 

President Elwmhs^er twice mmntA Vta* ,Th*Audl«pco wm . _ , 
Prttident RidaxStUMr** hls ' i i i c i frW Sfcf chslltngotoJ 

m . •• M «’ .. . -i *y; a i . > ^ -l .. l. ul. a 


Gridiron, Chih dlnj^tStUmUy night 

The President had jkft ^before pwd sefy with- 
held such endorsemen t , ' hot he hid owned on 
other occaslons to'quaj^ or tb confuso K with 
his unique prose style. Before the attrepangled 
audience dfrawir from the commu nicattos, heal* 
ness and government worlds, he spoke n^ dearly 
If colloquially. 

The President sat on the right el the dub 
president John C O'Brien of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, and the Vice President was on O'Brtet*'* 
left 

It would, said the. President save a lot of 
trouble and commotion if. everybody at his table 
would Just move two places lor the future. 

The dub dinner mane other political news by 
presenting Sen. Stuart Symington as the Demo- 
cratic speaker In that Presidential candidate** 
most effective Washington appearance* Symington 
achieved a real tour da force; he was as effective 
in a lighter vein as in a#Ober appeal to reaeotv 
and he did It all in 12 minutes. 

# . * * 

The Republican spokesman. Sen. Bverett Dirk* 
sen, was at a disadvantage He was cajJed Upon at 
short notice to substitute for GoV. Mark Hatfteld 
of Oregon and so was in that trap described by 
George Ade In his famous apology: ‘Pardon the 
long letter; I didn't Wve time to write a short 
one." Dirksdn talked too long, and his material, 
to put it kindly, waa not fresh. 

Symington worked with two accomplished 
wits — Clark Clifford and Charles Brown— on the 
lighter side of his remarks. He alone decided to 
make the dinner a vehicle for expressing his 


been laughing with the Senate at * whole series 
of sharp thrusts, sndMhfc e» •. 

' Tratftee that an dairtdates fbr T Pw«dent 
a good i^eech i Write, t have secured * genius: ; 

LyndM JohRMO AAd I art pot running In th. 
^riairtw Kt b mlstskgu; we are . running Hu 
hsrt Humpbrey as hutitaa we can. 

-My plan tor th* electk* campaign is to stage 
g new kind at Lincttfn -Douglas debste^the old - 
Nixon versus the am r Nlxoit The problem la 
herw to keep thoi dojfc oj ^Ite ■creen." 

Symington paused for it soonHdt. then ktfu 
with greet ehrnesthew «na "no belligerence to 
explain his credo that this country must outper- . 
form the Kremlin or w the price. He, 'said that 
he was afraid that the American people, did not > 
reahre that the' absence of a- shooting war wss 
not peace, x • * 5 * -- * . ■/ 

Tnoae serving IntHibW 2ISg, he continued, have 
an obligation to cifflghtfen them- He sald that ho 
did not claim greater tm^wtKe op loyalty than 
any dther American, %|ft. place hg.baw danger 
ahead he would continue ptryuada Amer- 

icans to make a giwtiar.qffort to, oven?? me ’the' 
to M achieved by the Sqyfe t Uqfoni 

It la not always possible to capture the atten- 
tion of a gay dinner f&r sober discourse. The 
Gridiron audience listened. ' ' ' r 

The Senator left them with, h , amtie. He 

aaid 
about 


daimed to know m] WaiWpgt<^1*oi*tee who 
to Dlrksen, ‘‘Senator, I 1 have beard 2 lot a) 


you” and got this ren lyt .“M^yba ae, but yojr 
4|cpest conviction, which is that the United States can’t prove it." W • * ' 
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